The title compound, C 33 H 25 N 5 , belongs to the family of pyridine-2,6-dicarboxaldehyde Schiff bases which possess a terdentate coordinating site (-N C-C N-C-C N-) similar to terpyridine derivatives. The dihedral angles between pairs of terminal rings are 69.67 (9) and 66.23 (9) . The shortest distance between the centroids of aromatic rings in neighbouring molecules is 3.8080 (14) Å . 
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Comment
The title compound is structurally related to terpyridyl (unsaturated nitrogen donor group incorporated into a tridentate frame) and offers a terpyridine-like coordination environment through a highly efficient and simple ligand synthesis. Analogously to terpyridine-ligands which exhibit all-trans transoid configurations about the interannular carbon-carbon bonds in order to minimize electrostatic interactions between the nitrogen lone pairs (Fallahpour, 2003; Constable, 2007) , pyridine-2,6-dicarboxaldehydebis(benzophenone hydrazone) presents a transoid conformation for the (-N═C-C═N-C-C═N-) moiety wherein the lone-pair electrons of adjacent N atoms are directed away from each other. The dihedral angle formed by the phenyl rings attached to C7 is 69.67 (9)° and the dihedral angle formed by the phenyl rings attached to C21 is 66.23 (9)°.
The shortest distance between the centroids of aromatic rings in neighbouring molecules amounts to 3.8080 (14) Experimental pyridine-2,6-dicarboxaldehyde has been prepared according to the procedure of Vance et al. (1998) by oxidation of 2,6-pyridinemethanol with activated manganese(IV) dioxide. pyridine-2,6-dicarboxaldehydebis(benzophenone hydrazone) has been synthesized by condensation of one equivalent of pyridine-2,6-dicarboxaldehyde (0.135 g, 1 mmol) with two equivalents of benzophenone hydrazone (0.392 g, 2 mmol) in MeOH (40 ml) with stirring under reflux for 2 h. After solvent evaporation, the resulting crude material was recrystallized from acetonitrile to give the title compound as yellow crystals. 
Refinement
H atoms were introduced in their idealized positions with C-H 0.95 Å, U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C). (9) 0.0276 (9) 0.0014 (7) 0.0079 (7) −0.0006 (7) N3 0.0173 (8) 0.0247 (9) 0.0277 (9) 0.0011 (7) 0.0075 (7) −0.0011 (7) N4 0.0230 (9) 0.0262 (9) 0.0297 (9) 0.0000 (7) 0.0136 (7) 0.0020 (7) N5 0.0226 (9) 0.0271 (9) 0.0296 (9) −0.0010 (7) 0.0128 (7) 0.0028 (7) 
